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By the end of the course, students will be able to:
[1] distinguish the unique features of social networks in Chinese society;
Course [2] know the cultural, institutional, and structural roots of networks;
Objectives [3] understand the relevance of the social networks in contemporary Chinese society;
[4] demonstrate a basic ability to conduct independent research on topics in social networks
and to effectively communicate the results via oral presentation.
This course provides an overview of the application of social networks in Chinese society.
Topics covered in this class include the meaning of social networks in Chinese, its cultural,
Course institutional, and structural roots, its everyday practice, as well as its application for
Description | contemporary economic and social life. Through the course, students will obtain a richer

understanding of Chinese social networks and its relevance to contemporary Chinese

society.
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Course Requirements:
Class attendance, group discussion, essay writing.

Teaching Methods:

Lecture and discussion.

Course Director's Academic Background:

Instructor's Academic Background:

Felicia F. Tian is the Professor of Sociology in Fudan University. She obtained her bachelor’s degree from
Renmin University, China, master’s degree from University of Wisconsin-Madison, and Ph.D from Duke
University. Her research includes social networks and social capital, at both individual level and community
level. Her work appears in Social Networks, Research in Social Stratification and Mobility, Journal of

Marriage and Family, and Chinese Sociological Review.
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Paul Cao Male Engineering Instructor of the course

Course Schedule (Please supply the details about each lesson in a total of 12 weeks):
**PART1: Social networks basics **
#1: course introduction
#2: Watch: Kung Fu Cult Master
#3: bridging
(reading: Granovetter 1973)
#4: bonding
(reading: Coleman 1988)

**PART2: Chinese society **
#5: family and lineage
(reading: Freedman 1966, chapters 1 & 2)
#6: Discussion
#7: face and favor

(reading: Hwang 1987)




#8: Shanghai citywalk
**homework: vlog **
**PART3: Networks in Chinese economy

#9: status attainment

(reading: Bian 1994)
#10: doing business

(reading: Nee and Opper, chapter 4)
#11: trust and online business

#12: final exam

If you need a TA, please indicate the assignment of assistant:

Prepare course materials, communicate and guide students with group discussions.

Grading & Evaluation:

[1] class participation (20%)
[2] a vlog (15%)

[3] debate (15%)

[4] final quiz (50%)

Usage of Textbook: oYes(complete textbook information form below) ¥INo
Textbook Information (No more than two textbooks) :

There is no required textbook for the course. However, our readings will be research papers or excerpts from

books (detailed assignments see above).
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